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WH[PPOOÉWILL CALLS 

BY DAYTON STONER, STATE UNIYERSITY OF IOWA, 

10WA C1TY, 10WA 

Altkougli something’ has been vvritten eoneerning tlie 
voeal powers ot' the wlii])])oorwill, general statements are 
the rnle aml delinite faets aml tignres eoneerning time of 
ealling’, frequencv of ealls aml other details are ‘diffieult 
to obtain. In looking np the available aml ratlier widely 
seattered literature on the subjeet, a few statements pur- 
porting to throw some light 011 these questions were found. 
Some of them may be worth repeating here aiul will afford 
a brief historieal baekground for the writer ? s own remarks. 

Conrerning the season of the year when the familiar 
ealls of this bird are most frequently repeated Bendire 
says: “ On their first arrival 011 the breeding grounds this 
eall is espeeially frequently and rapidy repeated at the 
beginning of dusk and throughout the early part of the 
night, sometimes for minutes at a time, witliout any per- 
eeptible intermission .... As the breeding season ad- 
vanees they beeonie more and more silent, but tliey some- 
times sing as late as September, never with the vim and 
persistenev, however, as on their lirst arrival when fre- 
quently lialf a dozen or more of these birds may be heard 
at the same time, forming a perfeet ehorus . . (Life 
Histories of North Ameriean Birds, II, 147-148). 

Honevwill writes that in northern Minnesota the ealls 
were heard nearlv every niglit during July “ but after the 
middle of August tliey were only heard occasionally. ?? 
(Auk, XXVIII, 1011, 2J4). Tliis observation is eonfinned 
to some degree by Barrows in Miehigan who makes the 
following statement: “ On its arrival from the south the 
Whippoorwill begins to c sing ? almost at onee and eon- 
tinues until the young are well grown bnt aeeording to 
Bieknell the note is seldom lieard after the middle of tiie 
year (last of June), although it is well known to sing in 
the autumn. ,, (Miehigan Bird Life, .°>74 ). 
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It is apjiareut tliat early observers noteil some var- 
iation in tlie notes thenisehes an<l tlie frequeney with 
whieh tliey were given. It has also been pointed ont tliat 
the loudness and rapidity of the ealls is more or less 
eloselv eorrelated with the tinie of day or night that the 
ealls are given. On tliis jioint Alexander AVilsou says: 

. . When two or more males lueet, their whip-poor- 
will altereations beeome niueli more rapid and ineessant, 
as if eaeh were slraining to overpower or silenee the otlier. 
When near, you often liear an introduetory eluek between 
the notes. . . . Towards niidniglit'they geuerally beeonie 
silent, unless in elear nioonliglit, when they are heard with 
little interniissiou till inorning'd’ fAmeriean Ornitliology, 
V, 7l>j. 

Begarding tlie aeeents of the notes Nuttall writes: 

The first an<l last syllables of tliis brief dittv reeeive the 
strongest emjdiasis, and, now and tlien, a sort of gutteral 
elneJe is lieard between the repetitions, but the whole phrase 
is uttered in a little more tlian a seeond of time. ?? (Man- 
nal of Ornithology, I, OIG). A further note eoneerning 
tliis jieeuliar “eluek” is given by Cheney: u An eeeentrie 
part of the Whippoorwill\s musieal performanee is the in- 
troduetion of a 'eluek* immediately after eaeh ‘ whip- 
])oor-will ? : so tliat the song is a regular, unbrokeii, rliytli- 
mieal ehain from beginning to end. One mnst be near the 
singer to hear the *eluek > : otlierwise he will mark a rest 
in its plaee.” (Auk. VIII, 181)1, :>4) 

In eoninienting 011 the rapiditv and persistenee with 
whieli the ealls are given, Baird, Brewer and Kidgvvav 
write: “ . . . the ery is so ra])idly enuneiated and so in- 
eessantlv re]>eated tliat a fertile imagination may give 
various interpretations to tlie sounds. Tliev are never ut- 
tered when the bird is in motion, but usuallv at short in- 
tervals, wheu resting on a fenee, or bush, or anv other 
objeet near the ground.” (Xorth Ameriean Birds, II, 415). 

Concerning the time at which the bird apparently 
prefers to eall most frequently, Gentry says: a . . . Its 
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song is heard during tlie night, but liieasurablv diminishes 
in frequeney and inteiisitv as the day begins to dawn.” 
(Life-liistories of tlie Birds of Eastern rennsylvania, II ? 
90). Allison remarks more speeifieally along tliis line 
eoneerning tlie whippoonvilI in Mississippi wlien he says: 
“ The song generally eommeneed about seven o ? clock on 
elear niglits; and onee I heard a wliip-poor-will ery at five 
in the morning. 1 heard none at all in bad weather.” 
(Ank, XXIV, 1907, 1S). 

The surprising voeal ability of this more or less elusive 
bird attraeted the writer ? s attention while he was a mem- 
ber of the stalf at the University of Miehigan Biologieal 
Station during Julv and August of 1919. The Station is 
loeated on Douglas Lake in Uheboygan eounty, Miehigan, 
about seventeen miles south of the Straits of Maekinae. 
The immediate region is more or less heavily wooded and 
few habitations are in elose proximity to the Station. 
Owing to the faet that favorable hannts for tlie whippoor- 
will are abundant and eonditions are suitable for rearing 
the yonng, eonsiderable numbers of the birds remained 
eontinuously near our eamp. Exeellent opportunity was 
thereby afforded for seeuring definite data on the ealls. 

On several oeeasions eonnts were made of the number 
of eonseeutive ealls given by one bird as well as the number 
of intervals and length of time oeeupied b} r eaeli between 
the series of eouseeutive ealls. The results are bronght 
together iu tabnlar form in tliis ]iaper. In all eases eount- 
ing was diseontiuued when tlie interval was excessively 
loug or when we no longer eould be sure that we were lis- 
tening to the individual bird witli wliieh our eounts 
started. 

In our experienee, the ealls were invariably more fre- 
quent on warm, ealin evenings. Seareely any ealls were 
given on windy niglits. In the early part of July the birds 
began ealling about 9:00 p. m. aml it was a noteworthy 
faet that the ealls started regularly witliin fifteen minntes 
of tliis honr. As the evenings beeame longer and dusk 
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settled earlier, the time at which the birds first ealled was 
advaneed somewliat. 

Professor Frank Smitli of the University of Illinois 
who was ])resent at tlie Station also beeame interested in 
the ealls of this bird and in liis experienee the birds ealled 
more eontimiously in the early morning. On July 1 he 
eounted 300 ealls with but exeeedingly brief intervals, so 
tliat for all praetieal purposes the ealls may be eonsidered 
as eonseeutive. 

July 3, 9:00 I*. M. The birds began to eall shortly 
before this hour and the jiartieiilar individual reeorded 
liere had given five or six ealls before eounting was be- 
gun. Our results on this bird were as follows: 57 ealls; 
interval of about 10 seeonds; 123 ealls; interval very brief; 
112 ealls. Total, 204 ealls with seareely an interruption. 

July 5. 0:00 P. M. 300 ealls with but 3 intervals, the 
first two of which were of not more thau 2 seeoiuls eaeh in 
duration while the tliird interval was of about 5 seeonds* 
duration. 

July 0, 0:00 P. M. 51 ealls; interval; 107 ealls; inter- 
val; 20 ealls; interval; 10 ealls; interval; 72 ealls. Tota.1, 
320 ealls with three intervals. Xo interval was of more 
than 5 seeonds’ duration. Oounting was diseontinued after 
an interval of more thau 5 minutes. (Count bv Mrs. 
Stoner). 

July 12, 5:00 A. M. 51 ealls; interval brief; 402 ealls 
without tlie slightest intermission; interval brief; 47 ealls; 
interval brief; 24 ealls; interval brief; 120 ealls. Total, 
710 ealls with 4 intervals of varying lengths but none of 
more than a few moments duration. Tlie eount was made 
by Professor Sniith while tlie bird was perehed on the top 
of his tent. 

July 25, 8:15 P. M.,The ealls of the whi])poorwill are 
now beeoming fewer, and less prolonged and are more ir- 
regularlv given than those observed during tlie latter part 
of June and the first half of July. In addition, the inter- 
vals between ealls are proportionately longer. The birds 
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begau oalling tliis evening at 8:15 which is at least a half 
hour earlier in the day tlian this perfonnanee began a 
week ago. The following eount was niade on oue individ- 
ual and is a fair example of others: 0 ealls; interval 2 y 2 
minutes; 0 ealls; interval 2^2 minutes; 10 ealls; interval 
brief; 4 ealls; interval brief; 9 ealls; interval longer; 4 
ealls; interval 1 minute; 7 ealls; interval 2 minutes; 9 
ealls; interval short; 6 ealls. Total, 6G ealls. 

August 2. The tivst eall of the evening was noted at 
8:35. But few ealls were given after 9:00 p. m. 5 ealls, 
slow; interval brief; 6 ealls, slow; interval 1 minute; 0 
ealls, s!ow and irregular; interval 1 minute; 1 eall; in- 
terval 3 minutes; 9 ealls with brief interval between eall 
8 and 9; interval 3 minutes; 4 ealls; interval brief; 6 
ealls, irregular; interval 2 minutes; 0 ealls; interval 1 y 2 
minutes; 5 ealls; interval 1 minute; 7 ealls; interval 3 
minutes; 4 ealls; interval 4 minutes; 10 ealls; interval 5 
minutes; 4 ealls. Total, 73 ealls, the total time oeeupied 
by intervals between the ealls amounting to about 25 
minutes. 

August 4. The ealls began at 8:30 p. m. After 9:15 
seareely any ealls were given. 4 ealls; interval y 2 minute; 
5 ealls; interval V 2 minute; 2 ealls; interval 5 minutes; 10 
ealls; interval 1 minute; 14 ealls; interval y 2 minute; 10 
ealls; interval 1 niinute; 11 ealls; interval l / 2 minute; 10 
ealls; ftlie preeeding 5 series of ealls were very irregularly 
giveu) ; interval 3 minutes; 14 ealls. rapid; interval 4 
minutes; 9 ealls. Total, 95 ealls. 

August 5, 5:00 A. M. 240 ealls, not more tlian 1 or 2 
seeonds’ interval between any of them so that they were 
praetieally eonseeutive; 118 ealls; interval brief; 50 ealls; 
interval brief; 38 ealls. Total, 440 ealls. In no ease was 
the interval more than 1 minute. (Reeord bv Professor 
Rmith.) 

August 0, 1:25 A. M. 95 ealls, very irregularly given; 
interval about 1 minute; 5 ealls; interval momentary; 19 
ealls: interval monientary; 5 ealls; interval 1 minute; 10 
ealls; interval V 2 minute; 13 ealls, verv irregularly given; 
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intervnl 1 minnte; 8 ealls, verv irregnlarly g’iven. Total, 
155 ealls. 

Angiist 12, 8:25 B. M. Heard no ealls before tliis 
liour. Evening still and moderately warm. 9 ealls; in- 
terval 2 minntes; 12 enlls, first G rapid, seeond G slow. 
Total. 21 ealls. Otlier ealls were not heard up to 9:25 
p. m.. either from tliis or any other bird. 

Augnst 15, 8:20 I\ M. First ealls given at tliis liour. 
Eveuing elear, eool, ealm. 12 ealls; interval y> aiinute; 
12 ealls; interval 44 minute; 7 ealls; interval V 2 niinute; 
G ealls; interval y> minute; 9 ealls; interval 1/0 minnte; 
10 ealls. Total, 5G ealls. 

August 15, 8:24 I\ M. 7 ealls; interval y> minute; 
3 ealls; interval momentaiy; 34 ealls, last 20 slow, irregu- 
lar. laboreil; interval y> minute; 19 ealls; interval mo- 
mentary; 10 ealls; interval niomeiitary; 14 ealls; interval 
minute; 4 ealls; interval momentary; 8 ealls; interval 
momentarv; 2 ealls; interval y 2 minnte; 4 ealls; interval 
momentary; 13 ealls. irregular, slow; interval momentary; 
7 ealls; interval 5 niiiiutes; 7 ealls. Total, 132 ealls. 
Otlier ealls of the speeies were not heard for 10 minutes. 

Augnst 1G, 5:00 A. M. 10 ealls; interval 2 minutes; 
5 ealls; interval y> niinute; 7 ealls; interval y> minute; 
2 ealls; interval 5 minutes; 9 ealls. Total, 31 ealls. The 
ealls given at tliis time seemed to be a little more rapid and 
regular tlian tliose given in the evening. 


TABULAR SUMMARY 


Date 

Time 


Tot. No. 

Tot. No. 

Remarks 






ealls 

intervals 



July 

1 , 

5:00 

A. 

M. 

369 


T.ntervals 

brief 

July 

3, 

9:00 

P. 

M. 

294 

3 

Intervals 

very short 

July 

5, 

9:00 

P. 

M. 

396 

3 

Intervals 

very short 

July 

6, 

9:00 

P. 

M. 

326 

4 

Intervals 

sliort 

July 12, 

5:00 

A. 

M. 

710 

4 



July 25. 

8:15 

P. 

M. 

66 

8 

Tntervals 

longer 

Aug. 

2, 

8:35 

P. 

M. 

73 

12 

Intervals 

very long 

Aug. 

4 , 

8:30 

P. 

M. 

95 

9 

Intervals 

irregular 

Aug. 

5, 

5:00 

A. 

M. 

446 

5 

Intervals 

brief 

Ang. 

G, 

4:25 

A. 

M. 

155 

6 

Intervals 

irregular 

Aug. 

12, 

8:25 

P. 

M. 

21 

1 



Aug. 

15. 

8:20 

P. 

M. 

56 

5 

Intervals 

short 

Aug. 

15, 

8:24 

P. 

M. 

132 

12 

Intervals 

very irregular 

Aug. 

16, 

5:00 

A. 

M. 

31 

4 

Infervals 

long, irregular 
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GENERAL SUMMARY 

1. The average number of eonseeutive ealls apparently dimin* 
ished in direet proportion to the advaneing season. 

2. The hour at which the evening ealls began also averaged 
earlier (by the eloek) as the season advaneed. 

3. The ealls were more voeiferous and more rapidly given at 
the beginning of the season. In faet the ealls sometimes were given 
so rapidly that it was diffleult to eount them. 

4. The ealls beeame more labored and irregular and the 
‘ehtefe’ more audible toward the end of the summer. 

5. The length of interval between series of ealls inereased as 
the season advaneed. Both the energy and the ineentive for pro- 
traeted ealling were probably laeking toward the elose of the breed- 
ing season. 


BTRDS OBSEKVEI) NEAK MIXCO, OENTKAL 
OKLAIIOjMA — AN ADDITION. 

rn tlie AVilson Bulletin for 191S 1 in the numbers for 
Mareh and .June the writer jiublished a short paper en- 
titled “ Birds Observed near Mineo, Gentral Oklahoma,” 
giving* a synopsis of tield observations made at that loeali- 
ty in 1905. This artiele, as originally writteu, and as it 
appeared wlien read in galley proof, eovered a list of 62 
speeies. For reasons unkno\vn when the printer eaine to 
make up pages for the June nuniber, the last four speeies 
(nunibers 59 to 62) of this list were omitted. Later when 
he printed author’s separates of tliis artiele the missing 
matter was diseovered. put in at the proper plaee and then 
printed, while in addition the pagination and arrangement 
of the seeond installment were ehanged to niake tliem eon- 
seeutive with the first. This was not diseovered until a 
short time ago. 

Tn order to make eurrent the additional information 
eontained in the authoFs separate the four speeies omitted 
in tlie original are herewith reprinted as tliey should have 
appeared in the Volume for 1918, page 61. 

1 Wilson Bulletin, Vol. XXX, Mareh, June, 1918, pp. 2-10, 56-61. 



